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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MURPHY) (during the vote). There are 2 
minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 2236 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table.

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken tomorrow, and the votes 
postponed earlier today on H.R. 4661 
and H.R. 5213 also will be taken tomor-
row.

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Mr. Monahan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
without amendment a bill of the House 
of the following title:

H.R. 854. An act to provide for the pro-
motion of democracy, human rights, and rule 
of law in the Republic of Belarus and for the 
consolidation and strengthening of Belarus 
sovereignty and independence.

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested, a bill of the House of the 
following title:

H.R. 2608. An act to reauthorize the Na-
tional Earthquake Hazards Reduction Pro-
gram, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested:

S. 2195. An act to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to clarify the definition of 
anabolic steroids and to provide for research 
and education activities relating to steroids 
and steroid precursors. 

S. 2864. An act to extend for eighteen 
months the period for which chapter 12 of 
title 11, United States Code, is reenacted.

The message also announced that the 
Senate agrees to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
4850) ‘‘An Act making appropriations 
for the government of the District of 
Columbia and other activities charge-
able in whole or in part against the 
revenues of said District for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2005, and for 
other purposes.’’.

f 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS SPORT AND 
EMPOWERMENT ACT OF 2004 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5131) to provide assistance to Spe-
cial Olympics to support expansion of 

Special Olympics and development of 
education programs and a Healthy Ath-
letes Program, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 5131

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Special 
Olympics Sport and Empowerment Act of 
2004’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Special Olympics celebrates the possi-
bilities of a world where everybody matters, 
everybody counts, every person has value, 
and every person has worth. 

(2) The Government and the people of the 
United States recognize the dignity and 
value the giftedness of children and adults 
with an intellectual disability. 

(3) The Government and the people of the 
United States are determined to end the iso-
lation and stigmatization of people with an 
intellectual disability. 

(4) For more than 36 years, Special Olym-
pics has encouraged skill, sharing, courage, 
and joy through year-round sports training 
and athletic competition for children and 
adults with intellectual disabilities. 

(5) Special Olympics provides year-round 
sports training and competitive opportuni-
ties to 1,500,000 athletes with intellectual 
disabilities in 26 sports and plans to expand 
the joy of participation through sport to 
hundreds of thousands of people with intel-
lectual disabilities within the United States 
and worldwide over the next 5 years. 

(6) Special Olympics has demonstrated its 
ability to provide a major positive effect on 
the quality of life of people with intellectual 
disabilities, improving their health and 
physical well-being, building their con-
fidence and self-esteem, and giving them a 
voice to become active and productive mem-
bers of their communities. 

(7) In society as a whole, Special Olympics 
has become a vehicle and platform for break-
ing down artificial barriers, improving pub-
lic health, changing negative attitudes in 
education, and helping athletes overcome 
the prejudice that people with intellectual 
disabilities face in too many places. 

(8) The Government of the United States 
enthusiastically supports Special Olympics, 
recognizes its importance in improving the 
lives of people with intellectual disabilities, 
and recognizes Special Olympics as a valued 
and important component of the global com-
munity. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purposes of this Act are 
to—

(1) provide support to Special Olympics to 
increase athlete participation in and public 
awareness about the Special Olympics move-
ment; 

(2) dispel negative stereotypes about peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities; 

(3) build athletic and family involvement 
through sport; and 

(4) promote the extraordinary gifts of peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities. 
SEC. 3. ASSISTANCE FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS. 

(a) EDUCATION ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary 
of Education may award grants to, or enter 
into contracts or cooperative agreements 
with, Special Olympics to carry out the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Activities to promote the expansion of 
Special Olympics, including activities to in-
crease the participation of individuals with 
intellectual disabilities within the United 
States. 

(2) The design and implementation of Spe-
cial Olympics education programs, including 
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character education and volunteer programs 
that support the purposes of this Act, that 
can be integrated into classroom instruction 
and are consistent with academic content 
standards. 

(b) INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES.—The Sec-
retary of State may award grants to, or 
enter into contracts or cooperative agree-
ments with, Special Olympics to carry out 
the following: 

(1) Activities to increase the participation 
of individuals with intellectual disabilities 
in Special Olympics outside of the United 
States. 

(2) Activities to improve the awareness 
outside of the United States of the abilities 
and unique contributions that individuals 
with intellectual disabilities can make to so-
ciety. 

(c) HEALTHY ATHLETES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health 

and Human Services may award grants to, or 
enter into contracts or cooperative agree-
ments with, Special Olympics for the imple-
mentation of on-site health assessments, 
screening for health problems, health edu-
cation, data collection, and referrals to di-
rect health care services. 

(2) COORDINATION.—Activities under para-
graph (1) shall be coordinated with private 
health providers, existing authorized pro-
grams of State and local jurisdictions, or the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
as applicable. 

(d) LIMITATION.—Amounts appropriated to 
carry out this section shall not be used for 
direct treatment of diseases, medical condi-
tions, or mental health conditions. Nothing 
in the preceding sentence shall be construed 
to limit the use of non-Federal funds by Spe-
cial Olympics. 
SEC. 4. APPLICATION AND ANNUAL REPORT. 

(a) APPLICATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible for a grant, 

contract, or cooperative agreement under 
subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 3, Special 
Olympics shall submit an application at such 
time, in such manner, and containing such 
information as the Secretary of Education, 
Secretary of State, or Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, as applicable, may re-
quire. 

(2) CONTENT.—At a minimum, an applica-
tion under this subsection shall contain the 
following: 

(A) ACTIVITIES.—A description of activities 
to be carried out with the grant, contract, or 
cooperative agreement. 

(B) MEASURABLE GOALS.—Information on 
specific measurable goals and objectives to 
be achieved through activities carried out 
with the grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition on receipt 

of any funds under subsection (a), (b), or (c) 
of section 3, Special Olympics shall agree to 
submit an annual report at such time, in 
such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Secretary of Education, Sec-
retary of State, or Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, as applicable, may require. 

(2) CONTENT.—At a minimum, each annual 
report under this subsection shall describe 
the degree to which progress has been made 
toward meeting the goals and objectives de-
scribed in the applications submitted under 
subsection (a). 
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated—
(1) for grants, contracts, or cooperative 

agreements under section 3(a), $5,500,000 for 
fiscal year 2005, and such sums as may be 
necessary for each of the 4 succeeding fiscal 
years; 

(2) for grants, contracts, or cooperative 
agreements under section 3(b), $3,500,000 for 

fiscal year 2005, and such sums as may be 
necessary for each of the 4 succeeding fiscal 
years; and 

(3) for grants, contracts, or cooperative 
agreements under section 3(c), $6,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2005 through 2009.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCKEON) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCKEON). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 5131. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the remaining 
time I control be controlled by the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the 
distinguished majority whip 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I certainly am grateful 

to my friend, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCKEON), and his com-
mittee for sending this bill directly to 
the floor. I am pleased to be a sponsor 
of this historic legislation to provide 
support to the Special Olympics orga-
nization founded by Eunice Shriver 
over three decades ago and to the thou-
sands of athletes who participate in 
these games. 

This authorization proves the com-
mitment of the United States Congress 
to this positive organization and all of 
its participants. Special Olympics is an 
international organization dedicated to 
empowering individuals with intellec-
tual disabilities who become physically 
fit, productive and respected members 
of society through sports training and 
competition. 

Special Olympics has become an im-
portant vehicle and platform for break-
ing down artificial barriers, improving 
public health, changing negative atti-
tudes in education, and helping ath-
letes overcome the prejudice that peo-
ple with their disabilities often face. 

Special Olympics provides year-
round sports training and competitive 
opportunities for nearly 1.5 million 
athletes in 26 different sports. In my 
home State of Missouri, Special Olym-
pics serves nearly 14,000 athletes rang-
ing from 8 to 80 years old. 

With the resources we hope to au-
thorize today, Special Olympics plans 
to expand participation to hundreds of 
thousands of people worldwide over the 
next 5 years. These new resources will 
also help Special Olympics continue 
the vision, dental, hearing, and nutri-
tional health screenings they currently 

provide for their athletes. These serv-
ices are handled entirely by volunteer 
health professionals and are critical to 
enhancing the lives of people who 
might otherwise go completely without 
care. 

Finally, these resources will allow 
students of all abilities the chance to 
learn about differences and engage in 
creating local Special Olympics teams 
and events as part of a school-based 
curriculum. Children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities who partici-
pate in Special Olympics develop im-
proved physical fitness and motor 
skills, greater self-confidence, and a 
more positive self-image. 

I would like to thank my colleague 
across the aisle, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER), the Democratic 
whip, for his leadership on this issue. It 
is probably not as often as it should be 
that Democrats and Republicans, Sen-
ators and House Members stand to-
gether in total agreement on an issue 
of this importance. We have worked 
hard with our friends in the other body 
to see that that happens. 

The government of the United States 
of America enthusiastically supports 
Special Olympics and recognizes its 
importance in improving the lives of 
people with intellectual disabilities, 
and I urge my colleagues to move for-
ward and pass this legislation at the 
end of our debate. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

First, Mr. Speaker, let me say how 
pleased I am to have had the oppor-
tunity to work with the majority whip 
on this legislation. I want to say that 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT) is my friend, and he and I have 
had the opportunity to work on a num-
ber of issues together. He was extraor-
dinarily helpful with the Help America 
Vote Act, and he and I, as some may 
know, meet on a regular basis and have 
lunch either in his office or in my of-
fice. 

The majority whip referenced our 
working together in a bipartisan way. I 
think he is absolutely correct, this is 
an example of how we can work to-
gether and how when we do work to-
gether we can do very productive and 
positive things. 

At the outset, I want to thank April 
Ponnuru for the work that she has 
done, a member of the staff of the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), as 
well as my own staff member, Jane 
Sung. Both of them have worked very 
hard to get this legislation to where it 
is today. 

I am pleased, of course, to support 
the Special Olympics Sport and Em-
powerment Act 2004, which the gen-
tleman from Missouri and I, and oth-
ers, have cosponsored. In 1968, Mr. 
Speaker, at the launch of the first Spe-
cial Olympics games, Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver repeated the words of the an-
cient Roman gladiators and said, ‘‘Let 
me win. But if I cannot win, let me be 
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brave in the attempt.’’ This has since 
become the Special Olympics athletes’ 
pledge. 

Special Olympics has a remarkable 
history. It began with Eunice Shriver, 
who believed that people with intellec-
tual disabilities were underestimated 
and deserved the same opportunities 
and experiences as the rest of society. 
In 1962, she began a day camp in her 
back yard in Maryland, where individ-
uals with intellectual disabilities could 
participate in physical activities. 

It is ironic that I met Eunice and 
Sarge Shriver in 1962 at the Washing-
tonian Motel at the Young Democrats 
convention that year. Sarge Shriver 
was our speaker. Since that time, I 
have become and been a very good 
friend of Sarge Shriver and Eunice 
Shriver. Her work in the ensuing years 
led quickly to expanded multiple 
camps and eventually to the first inter-
national Special Olympics in 1968. 
Today, under the leadership of Chair-
man and CEO Timothy Shriver, the 
Special Olympics is a worldwide move-
ment with nearly 1.5 million partici-
pating athletes in 150 countries around 
the world; one person with an idea and 
a vision starting something in her 
backyard, one person who had been 
given substantial benefits in life but 
who knew that she wanted to use those 
benefits, as so many in her family have 
done, for the benefit of all. 

The bill that we are considering 
today is about the future of Special 
Olympics.
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This bill will help Special Olympics 
take the next steps to reach more ath-
letes in more aspects of their lives. For 
example, Mr. Speaker, this bill will for-
mally authorize the critical ‘‘healthy 
athletes’’ program, where tens of thou-
sands of athletes receive health care 
screenings at competition venues. 

This bill will also allow Special 
Olympics to develop educational pro-
grams for athletes, including character 
education and volunteer opportunities. 
Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, this bill 
will allow Special Olympics to further 
expand their reach internationally 
through cultural exchanges and other 
programs in cooperation with the State 
Department. How very important this 
is at a time when tensions are so high 
in so many areas of the world, and this 
program can seek to ease those ten-
sions while at the same time giving op-
portunities to the intellectually dis-
advantaged. 

But what distinguishes this from so 
many bills that we consider in this 
body is that, at its core, the biggest 
success of Special Olympics is not sim-
ply how it empowers and improves the 
lives of the athletes involved. The big-
gest success is how it affects the atti-
tudes of millions of others. I do not 
know how many in this body have ever 
been huggers. That term is not used 
today, an analogous term is used, but 
being a hugger was being involved at 
the Special Olympics and, as those ath-

letes competed, knowing full well that 
it was in the competition that they 
succeeded, to congratulate them, to, 
yes, indeed, physically hug them and 
say, well done, good job, you’re special, 
what an incredible difference that has 
made in the lives of so many. 

Special Olympics has helped to re-
verse prejudices and stigmas that are 
often too unfairly put upon people with 
intellectual disabilities. With Special 
Olympics, the world sees for itself that 
people with intellectual disabilities 
can be, and are, exceptional athletes 
and can compete, achieve and, yes, win. 

I am pleased that the House of Rep-
resentatives can play a role in this 
mission. Mr. Speaker, I had the great 
honor of being one of the cosponsors of 
the Americans with Disabilities bill. 
That was passed in 1990 and signed by 
President Bush into law. He said at the 
time of signing, and we have said since, 
that this bill opened opportunities and 
focused on what people could do, what 
their ability was, not what their dis-
ability was. This bill takes another 
step forward in ensuring that one of 
the finest programs that we have in 
America and around the world, the 
Special Olympics, will thrive, expand 
and serve even millions more. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in very strong 
support of this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CANTOR), the chief deputy 
whip. 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the majority whip for yielding me this 
time and congratulate him for bringing 
this bill forward. I also thank the mi-
nority whip, the gentleman from Mary-
land, for his work on this piece of legis-
lation. I, too, rise in support of this 
bill. I think I, too, have been a hugger. 
I know many of our colleagues in this 
House have attended several Special 
Olympics events and have seen first-
hand the limitless capabilities of these 
athletes. I am encouraged just about 
the prospects of how many more ath-
letes will be drawn to these events be-
cause of the passage of this legislation. 

A few years ago, Special Olympics 
Virginia received a grant that allowed 
the organization to implement a pro-
gram specifically aimed at Richmond’s 
inner city and giving individuals there 
otherwise bound to a life without phys-
ical athletic competition just a whole 
new outlook. Over a period of 4 years, 
the program grew to serve over 1,000 
athletes. I am hopeful that this legisla-
tion will serve as a catalyst for the 
same type of growth all across the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and 
throughout our country. 

I would like to recognize Paul 
Marretti from my district who is a Spe-
cial Olympics global messenger. Paul 
educates individuals around the world 
about the mission, philosophy and ben-
efits of Special Olympics. He is a true 
leader who is committed to educating 
people, including Members of Congress, 

about this incredible program as well 
as introducing it and attracting more 
athletes to it. 

I would also like to recognize Mr. 
Roy Zeidman, Mr. Rick Jeffreys and 
everyone at Special Olympics Virginia 
who make such a difference in so many 
lives. I am hopeful that this legislation 
will further help all of them in their ef-
forts.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
KENNEDY), the nephew of Eunice Shriv-
er, a member of the family that has 
contributed so much to the welfare of 
this country and to the welfare of our 
people. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to thank my good 
friend and colleague, the minority 
whip, the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. HOYER) for his leadership and 
thank him for his friendship to my 
Aunt Eunice and my Uncle Sarge 
Shriver. Growing up, I recall many 
times when I saw him in the house, and 
now I enjoy serving with him in this 
House. 

To Majority Whip BLUNT, I want to 
thank him as well for his spearheading 
this effort. It means a lot to so many 
millions of Americans, but it means a 
lot to me and my family that he would 
do such a thing and take his leadership 
position to help those who are often 
the most vulnerable in our society. It 
says a lot about him. I respect him for 
it. 

As the gentleman from Maryland 
said, the motto of Special Olympics is, 
‘‘Let me win. But if I cannot win, let 
me be brave in the attempt.’’ These in-
spiring words have really been the hall-
mark of Special Olympics, and I am 
proud to stand with my colleagues in 
support of H.R. 5131, the Special Olym-
pics Empowerment Act. 

When my Aunt Eunice created the 
Special Olympics over 36 years ago 
from a grant by my family’s founda-
tion, the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr., Foun-
dation which was named after my 
uncle who died in World War II, she had 
hoped to create an opportunity for 
those with intellectual disabilities like 
my Aunt Rosemary. She hoped to cre-
ate a forum in which not only her sis-
ter Rosemary but others could dispel 
the myths associated with their dis-
abilities. 

The creation of Special Olympics has 
allowed over 1.5 million persons around 
the globe the opportunity to compete 
athletically in over 25 sports. The Spe-
cial Olympics has become a vehicle and 
a platform to break down artificial 
barriers, improve public health, change 
negative attitudes in education and 
help athletes overcome the intolerance 
held against them due merely to their 
intellectual disability. 

This act will provide funds to the 
Special Olympics in order to carry out 
an expansion of the organization and 
increase the participation of potential 
athletes. The funding would also per-
mit Special Olympics to increase the 
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activity of the organization well be-
yond our borders and further awareness 
outside the United States of the con-
tributions that individuals with intel-
lectual disabilities can make in their 
society. 

I had the opportunity with many of 
my colleagues to travel over to Iraq 
several months ago. I was asked by the 
liaison for the military what were 
some of the things that I would be in-
terested in learning when I went over 
there. My Aunt Eunice always was 
after us to make sure we asked, wher-
ever we were, how people with intellec-
tual disabilities were being treated. Es-
pecially traveling around the world, I 
thought this was something that was 
important for me to follow through, so 
I asked the liaison to find out for me 
whether I could not meet the Special 
Olympics team of Iraq which had just 
competed in the international games in 
Ireland. I was in Saddam Hussein’s pal-
ace, surrounded by thousands and thou-
sands of both military and civilian 
workers helping to reconstruct that 
country. I was with my colleagues and 
someone came and touched me on the 
shoulder and said, ‘‘Congressman KEN-
NEDY, your group is here to meet with 
you.’’ Of course, I was excited about 
going down the hall and seeing the Spe-
cial Olympics team of Iraq. I went 
down the hall, and there was the Spe-
cial Olympics team of Iraq and sur-
rounding them were practically every 
worker in Saddam Hussein’s palace, all 
there with smiles on their faces. It had 
melted the place. These are people who 
were consumed with war, and on the 
sight of the inspirational Special 
Olympics, they just smiled. I think 
that says so much about the power of 
Special Olympics; it shows our com-
mon humanity. No matter where we 
are in the world, we are all members of 
the same human family. Nothing drives 
that message home more than the Spe-
cial Olympics. I think that is what is 
really the power behind it. I am con-
vinced that the power of this legisla-
tion is that we can have our inter-
national diplomacy moved forward tre-
mendously just by expanding the Spe-
cial Olympics program, because who is 
going to want to do war if they see the 
power of peace and love that the Spe-
cial Olympics embodies. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Missouri and the gentleman from 
Maryland for their leadership. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

In closing, let me again thank the 
majority whip for his diligence and 
leadership in working on this legisla-
tion and for ensuring its passage before 
we leave here for the election period. 
He has been a privilege to work with. 
His commitment to this objective is 
very clear and very powerful. I thank 
him. I join with him in supporting this 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
again thank my friend from Maryland 

(Mr. HOYER) and both of our staffs for 
their work together and their work 
with the other body to see that we do 
get this legislation passed not just here 
but headed to the President’s desk be-
fore we are done here in the next few 
days. It is always a pleasure to work 
with the gentleman from Maryland. I 
was pleased we were able to do this ef-
fectively with our friends on the other 
side of the building as well. Certainly, 
the gentleman from Rhode Island’s 
aunt, Eunice Shriver, is a person who 
has made a difference in the lives of 
millions because she reached out to 
make a difference. Today, we have an 
opportunity to reach out and join her 
in that effort. I am pleased to be part 
of this bipartisan effort to make Spe-
cial Olympics officially something rec-
ognized and encouraged by the United 
States Government.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS, 
Washington, DC, October 5, 2004. 

Hon. ROY BLUNT, 
House Majority Whip, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. BLUNT: On behalf of our athletes, 
families, volunteers, and staff around the 
world, I would like to thank you for your 
leadership in introducing the historic ‘‘Spe-
cial Olympics Sport and Empowerment Act 
of 2004,’’ H.R. 5131 that will authorize $15 mil-
lion per year for the next 5 years to support 
the expansion of Special Olympics programs. 
We are equally elated that Senator 
Santorum is leading the effort to pass the 
companion bill in the Senate. 

We consider it an honor that you recognize 
Special Olympics as a responsible and ac-
complished steward of federal funding. In-
deed, millions of individuals with intellec-
tual disabilities, as well as their families and 
countless communities, have benefited from 
our programs. Passage of the ‘‘Special Olym-
pics Sport and Empowerment Act of 2004’’ 
will allow us to substantially expand these 
successful programs, including Healthy Ath-
letes. As you know, Healthy Athletes pro-
vides much needed health care screenings 
and services to address preventable sec-
ondary health conditions such as obesity, 
poor fitness, nutritional deficiencies, un-
treated or poorly treated vision, and dental, 
hearing, and podiatric problems. Expansion 
of the program is particularly important 
since people with intellectual disabilities 
have a 40% higher risk of the health condi-
tions referenced above. 

I understand that some concern has been 
raised that the funding contained in H.R. 
5131 may be used for abortion, abortion refer-
ral, or sex education. Please be assured that 
Special Olympics has not provided nor re-
ferred such services in the past; we would 
never use federal funds for such a purpose. I 
would be happy to discuss such concerns 
with you or your colleagues if necessary. 

Thank you again for your leadership. 
Sincerely, 

TIMOTHY P. SHRIVER, PH.D., 
Chairman & CEO.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MURPHY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCKEON) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 5131. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING PRESIDENT JIMMY 
CARTER ON HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY 

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 798) honoring 
former President James Earl (Jimmy) 
Carter on the occasion of his 80th 
birthday, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 798

Whereas Jimmy Carter was born in Plains, 
Georgia, on October 1, 1924; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter attended Georgia 
Southwestern College and the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology, and received a B.S. de-
gree from the United States Naval Academy 
in 1946; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter served honorably 
as a submariner in the United States Navy in 
both the Atlantic and Pacific fleets, working 
under Admiral Hyman Rickover in the devel-
opment of the nuclear submarine program; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter continued his com-
mitment to public service, serving as Geor-
gia State Senator and Governor of Georgia; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter was elected the 
39th President of the United States on No-
vember 2, 1976; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter created both the 
Departments of Education and Energy; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter oversaw deregula-
tion of the airline, energy and banking in-
dustries; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter established human 
rights as a tenet of American foreign policy; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter inaugurated diplo-
matic relations with the People’s Republic of 
China; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter successfully nego-
tiated both the Panama Canal and SALT II 
Treaties; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter was instrumental 
in the completion of the Camp David Accord 
between Israel and Egypt, signaling a new 
era of peace between those two countries; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter has continued his 
service to his country since leaving the Pres-
idency by championing safe and affordable 
housing, human rights, and disease preven-
tion; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter remains actively 
committed to promoting democracy abroad 
and supervising elections in fledgling democ-
racies; 

Whereas Jimmy Carter was awarded the 
2002 Nobel Peace Prize for ‘‘his decades of 
untiring effort to find peaceful solutions to 
international conflicts, to advance democ-
racy and human rights, and to promote eco-
nomic and social development’’; and 

Whereas Jimmy Carter serves as an inter-
national symbol of the integrity and compas-
sion of the country he loves: Now, therefore, 
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors former President Jimmy Carter 
on the occasion of his 80th birthday and ex-
tends best wishes to him and his family.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. DEAL) and the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. DEAL). 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
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